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Abstract 
In this study, we aim to analyze the influence of social 

network on the users especially for Youth. This study 

was carried out in with youngsters between age group 

of 18 to 29 years of age. It is a known fact that young 

adults and teenagers are the most avid users of such 

sites. Based on the findings of several research studies 

in the Online Social Networks (OSNs) area, it has 

been found that these SN sites are having a great 

impact on the lives of young people.  Hence, the 

impact generated due to social networking 

sites/applications are studied from point of view of 

youngsters. These should focus the growth and give 

the worthwhile output to the students for using social 

networking sites. 

Keywords: Social Networking, Communication, 

Online, impact. 

1.  Introduction 

Technology such as social media websites have 

become famous parts of life for many young 

people today. Online social media have 

expanded amazing worldwide growth and 

popularity. Although with time all generations 

have come to embrace the changes social 

network has brought about, teenagers and young 

adults are the most activist users of these sites. 

According to various research studies in the field 

of online social networks, it has been revealed 

that these sites are impacting the lives of the 

youth greatly. The social media has become 

integral part of the current generation. The new 

generation grows with social media. The major 

stats of 2013 presented that the minimum age 

required by Facebook policy is 13 years, 

however, there are five million Facebook users 

under the age of 10 who use Facebook. The total 

number of Facebook users is over 1.15 billion. 

There are more than 238 Million users of 

LinkedIn and more than 130 Million users of 

Instagram. 42% of users regularly update their 

LinkedIn profile. Almost 8000 users like any 

Instagram photo every second. Mobile device are 

used by 4.2 billion users to access social media 

sites. These stats depict the huge usage and 

importance of social media. This usage has also 

great impact on the users. There are both 

advantages and disadvantages of this usage. The 

advantages include the relation building which 

has significantly reduced the communication 

barriers and the new opportunities for 

businesses. The disadvantages include the 

privacy issues, addiction to the sites and 

diminishing of social skills.  In this paper we 

focused on the impact of these social networking 

sites on the youth of India in both positive as 

well as negative phase. This paper is also 

focused to find out the answer whether the social 

networking sites are boon or bane for today's 

society. 

2. Objective 

 To find out the relevance of information 

received from social networking sites. 

 To know the impact of social networking 

sites on youngsters 

3. Literature Review 

Social media is one of the most active research 

area, in the last decade, researchers have 

analyzed different aspects of social media. In 

these sections, we analyzed and discussed 

existing work related to the impact of social 

media.  

Charlene Li et al., (2007) estimated that 

students are more likely to use social networking 

websites; nearly 47% of teenagers (12 to 17year 

olds) and 69% of young adults (18 to 21year 

olds) and 20% of adults (18+) use social 

networking sites, and only 20% use them to 

contact other people. 
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Tinto (1997) reviews that new information on 

social networking websites encourages growth 

and provide students with an ever rowing 

learning community which in returns substitute 

both academic and social success. Some of social 

networking websites are specifically specified 

for educational environment including 

linkedin.com which is fully featured for 

education purpose and let user to updates his 

educational credential and make a professional 

connections. 

Boyd and Nielsen (2006) reported that the top 

ten social networking sites developed with the 

passage of time, and its number of users 

increases from 46.8 million to 68.8 million. This 

rating reveals the important information about 

how new generation interacts with each other. 

Talking about law and jurisdiction it is 

international law that one must be 18 years old 

minimum to use social networking websites but 

unfortunately, According to Lenhart & Madden 

(2007) calculation it has been analyzed that 41% 

of 12–13 years old and 61% of 14–17 years old 

users use social networking websites. 

 

4. Research Methodology 
 

This research is based on the descriptive 

approach. It based on a survey of students of IIM 

Rohtak to study the negatives and disadvantages 

of the use of social networks, as well secondary 

data through websites, newspaper, Journal and 

books has been also used. 

 

5. Discussion 
  

This survey depicts that current generation is 

highly affected by the Social media/Social 

networking. This new way of communication 

has brought new trends in the world. So 

conclude that the social media has provided a 

platform for performing old procedures in new 

ways. It has become easier to raise voice which 

leads to community activism and for 

empowering citizens. Social network can even be 

helpful for coordinating in emergency situations 

in the current era. The authors have stated an 

example of China earthquakes where Twitter 

was used by a Rapid Response News Service. In 

this scenario, users in the affected area upload 

their information using which the map of the 

environment is generated in real time for the 

rescue teams. This instant communication 

mechanism can also be used in the establishing 

health. . The health social media can be useful if 

privacy issues related to patient health 

information and medical data is ensured. 

Users are adopting new mechanisms of learning 

and teaching which is through blogs, social 

networking sites and multimedia sites. This is the 

new positive impact on the users. New trends are 

being introduced due to the presence of social 

media. The managers in e-commerce are 

adopting new trends of social media for 

interacting with the users, getting user feedback 

and product marketing. Social media is 

considered to be a platform which can be helpful 

in maintaining brand loyalty. Advantageous 

campaigns, relevant contents offered by brand 

play crucial role in increasing brand loyalty of 

customers. Creation of a new designation (social 

media consultant) whose major focus is on the 

analysis of social media trends, consumer’s 

interests and taking appropriate action 

accordingly. On the other hand, the flow of 

information throughout the world is also 

introducing new security holes and critical 

privacy leaks. The security of an individual may 

be at risk due to the involvement of social media. 

It is possible to identify the current location of a 

user through the analysis of the information 

provided by user on the social media sites.  

 

5.1 Another Major Negative Impact of Social 

Media 

 

On users is the flow of wrong information which 

may lead to misconceptions and confusions. As 

in case of any unusual circumstances users try to 

acquire information from social media and it 

affects their decision-making. As there is no 

mechanism to detect the validity of the 

information uploaded on the social media, users 

may lead to wrong decision. The information on 

social media is occasionally unreliable and 

rumors may spread and cause people to panic. 

The geo-location feature of social media is a big 

threat to a user’s privacy. The tagging feature 

links users to each other, this linkage helps the 

metadata to be extracted easily and manipulated. 

Focuses on the point that because of large 

amount of data it is impossible to maintain the 

privacy of users. With big data a new threat 

arises which is related to the non-tagging. User 
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will never be able to know that any content 

related to him has been shared and uploaded on 

social media as there will be no linkage. The 

teenagers get affected by social media as they are 

unaware of the critical consequences of social 

media privacy holes. The disclosure of 

teenagers’ information led to trends in the field 

of education; these trends brings an incidents in 

which adolescents were victims of sexual 

predators. 

This survey tells that social media has brought 

lot of benefits in the life of mankind and has 

made lives easier by introducing new trends but 

this can be at the same time harmful if not used 

properly. The information can be unreliable 

therefore social media must not be used for the 

acquiring of news. User must also be careful 

while uploading information on the social media 

sites as security issues may arise as soon as 

information gets uploaded. 

 

6. Suggestions 

  

 Design a social network site under the 

supervision of community foundation 

working in the Family Development Sector. 

 Use of awareness programs in colleges and 

weekly lectures that focused on the 

youngsters to monitor the most important 

pros and cons for using social networking 

sites; with listed to practical cases to them the 

damage occurred. 

 

7. Conclusion  
 

The purpose of this research work was to 

examine the Social Networking sites usage 

patterns of teenagers and the impact of Social 

Networking sites on their lives and behavior. It is 

found that It can be social media has huge effect 

on this generation. This new way of 

communication has made world a global village 

and introduced new trends which can be new 

learning and teaching methods in field of 

education or new marketing trends for the 

products to be introduced to the customers. The 

social media is also helpful in doing the social 

good in the form of organizing community 

activism, for empowering citizens, and for 

coordinating in emergency situations. It is also 

concluded that the users should be careful while 

uploading Information on the social media as it 

can cause privacy and security issues. The 

information on the social media can also be 

unreliable which may lead to wrong decisions. 
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